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Dr. Martin Presselt is currently a group leader in the Department of 

Functional Interfaces at Leibniz IPHT in Jena, Germany. Dr. Presselt research 

focuses on interface assembly of dyes and supramolecular structure control to 

develop layers and interfaces with well-defined energy-landscapes, photonic 

and electronic properties. This research involves basic Langmuir-Blodgett 

research and development, photothermal deflection spectroscopic studies 

self-assembly, self-healing, and weak absorption signatures of supramolecular 

disorder, charge transfer, polaron and surfaces states in the sub-bandgap 

spectral region, respectively. His experimental research is supplemented by 

quantum chemical simulations. 

 

Dr. Martin Presselt obtained his PhD from Friedrich-Schiller-University Jena 

in 2009, where he focused on predicting molecular electron density 

distribution characteristics from spectral information. From 2009 to 2011, Dr. Presselt worked as a postdoc 

with Prof. Gerhard Gobsch (Experimental Physics) and with Prof. Erich Runge (Theoretical Solid State 

Physics) at the Ilmenau University of Technology, Germany, on sub-bandgap absorption in polymer-fullerene 

solar cells. In 2011 Dr. Presselt gathered a postdoctoral scholarship of the Carl-Zeiss foundation on quantum 

chemical modeling of dendrimers for sensing and first stayed in the Runge-group before he moved to the 

Martínez group at the Stanford University (USA) from 2012 to 2013. In 2013 he became head of an 

independent junior research group at the Friedrich-Schiller-University in Jena, started his Habilitation, 

moved as a group leader to Leibniz-IPHT in 2016 and finished his Habilitation in early 2020. Since 2013 he 

focuses on interface assembly, supramolecular control of optical and electronic properties and quantum 

chemical modeling. In 2017 he co-founded the startup company SciClus GmbH & Co. KG, devoted to 

molecular modeling. 

 

Scientific Degrees 

2020 Habilitation in Physical Chemistry, Friedrich-Schiller-University, Jena, Germany 

2009 PhD in Physical Chemistry, Friedrich-Schiller-University, Jena, Germany  

2004 Diploma in Chemistry, Friedrich-Schiller-University, Jena, Germany  

 

Professional Experience 

since 2020 Venia Legendi in Physical Chemistry, Friedrich-Schiller-University, Jena, Germany 

since 2017 Co-Founder and Chief Scientific officer of the molecular modeling startup SciClus  

since 2016- Tenured group leader at Leibniz-IPHT, Jena, Germany 

2013-16  Group leader at Friedrich-Schiller-University, Jena, Germany 

2012-13  Postdoc in the Martínez group (quantum chemistry), Stanford University, USA 

2011-12 Postdoc in the Runge-group (quantum chemistry and theoretical solid state physics),  

Ilmenau University of Technology, Ilmenau, Germany 

2009-11 Postdoc in the Gobsch-group (experimental physics, organic solar cells),  

Ilmenau University of Technology, Ilmenau, Germany 

2004-09  Teaching Assistant, Friedrich-Schiller-University, Jena, Germany 

 

Activities and Awards 

2009 PhD thesis grade „summa cum laude“ 

2011-13 Postdoc scholarship of the Carl-Zeiss Foundation 

2016 2nd winner of the startup award Jena-Weimar 
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